
PERSPECTIVES+12 
TU Delft

AFRICAN

27-29 March 2019



Sunset in Addis Ababa. Photo by R.R. 

2



Call for contributions

The Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment of the TU Delft (Bouwkunde) has a 
vision for strengthening ties with researchers, practitioners, policy-makers and citizens in the 
African continent. Bouwkunde wishes to have a positive impact on African’s rapid urbanisa-
tion in the next decades. Africa is urbanising at record rates and there are many challenges 
ahead. According to the World Bank, Africa’s urban population stands at 472 million people 
today, but this number will double over the next 25 years, reaching 1 billion urban dwellers 
by 2040. 

While the main responsibility for the destiny of African cities lies with African citizens, gov-
ernments and institutions, we believe that universities everywhere have a role to play in 
helping educate the next generation of architects, planners, urban designers and the con-
struction sector with a global perspective.  We wish to reach out to higher education insti-
tutes, governments, businesses and citizens to become partners in promoting sustainable, 
inclusive and fair urbanisation in Africa within the framework of the New Urban Agenda, 
adopted at Habitat III in Quito 2016.

We believe African problems need African solutions. TU Delft wants to learn from African 
practitioners, academics and institutions in order to support positive change in the continent, 
especially in issues of capacity building and implementation of research supporting the New 
Urban Agenda. The TU Delft is committed to helping build a strong research network with 
Africa.

In December 2007, Bouwkunde organised the momentous African Perspectives conference. 
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More than 12 years afterwards, we wish to build upon the legacy of that conference, reinvig-
orate the discussion and attract new voices to the dialogue

In order to prepare for this conference, we organised a PrepCon in partnership with the Ethi-
opian Institute of Architecture, Building Construction and City Development in Addis-Ababa 
in January 2018. During this PrepCon, which gathered a number of scholars and practitioners 
from Africa and elsewhere, our attention was irrevocably drawn to the necessity to under-
stand Africa as the diverse, multi-cultural, immensely rich place that it is, and to the need 
to work together with African institutions to help support the next generation of architects, 
planners, and policy makers who will steer sustainable urbanisation in Africa. The summary 
report on this PrepCon is available here: https://issuu.com/robertorocco/docs/african_per-
spectives_prepcon_2018 

Informed by the results of this PrepCon, we are pleased to announce this Open Call for con-
tributions to the African Perspectives +12 conference at TU Delft on 27, 28, and 29 March, 
2019. We envision this conference as a catalyst for discussion, exchange and connection, with 
the clear goal of bringing together academia, practitioners, governance bodies, and cultural 
agents to engage and explore next steps for sustainable urbanization in Africa. This is our call 
for contributions.

This conference is divided two overarching themes:

1. Best practices in fair, inclusive and sustainable African cities and 
communities

2. Creating capacity for research, education and practice for African 
designers, planners and builders. 
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Contributions from Research and Academia

Call for papers, panel discussions and round tables
This part of the conference is divided in a number of tracks that address specific issues. 

1. New and old experiences in African architecture and building technology 
2. Planned urbanisation in Africa: New cities, towns, and urban extensions 
3. Land issues, urban governance and management in African Cities and Communities
4. Governance and participation for sustainable, fair and inclusive urban development 
5. Informal Urbanisation: How is Africa is addressing its slums
6. Housing provision systems and management in Africa
7. Sustainable building materials and building practices in Africa
8. Construction management, regulations and enforcement in Africa 
9. Methods and theories for reading and understanding African cities

Submit an abstract
Abstract must be 500 words long and must contain the number and title of the track to which 
the abstract is being submitted, a problem statement, research question, short theoretical 
framework and a summary of findings. Please send your abstract to African Perspectives Con-
ference AfricanPerspectives-BK@tudelft.nl until NOVEMBER 2nd 2018, mentioning AFRICAN 
PERSPECTIVES ABSTRACT in the subject line.

Open call for panels
Independent panels are meant to complement and enrich the tracks proposed by the con-
ference conveners and therefore should address issues that are not covered in the proposed 
tracks. Academics are invited to submit a 500 word text describing the topic of the panel 
and a draft list of 4 to 5 participants who could contribute to this panel. Each panel convenor 
will be responsible for selecting relevant contributions to the panel in the form of academic 
papers.  Panels must be open to the public. Conveners must ensure there is ample time for 
discussion. A panel typically lasts one hour.

Panel descriptions must be 500  words long and must contain a problem statement, research 
question, short theoretical framework. Please send your panel proposal to African Perspec-
tives Conference AfricanPerspectives-BK@tudelft.nl until NOVEMBER 2nd 2018, mentioning 
AFRICAN PERSPECTIVES PANELS in the subject line.
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Call for Round Tables
Round tables are convened by academics who wish to discuss a specific issue without neces-
sarily having to submit abstracts or papers. The round table convener is invited to prepare a 
7 minute statement that will be read out or freely communicated for discussion with guests 
and the public. Round table conveners must ensure two or three discussants are prepared 
to discuss the initial statement and must ensure that the public is involved in the discussion. 
Round tables will last typically one hour.

Round table descriptions must be 500 words long and must contain a problem statement, 
research question, short theoretical framework. Please send your round table proposal to Af-
rican Perspectives Conference AfricanPerspectives-BK@tudelft.nl until NOVEMBER 2nd 2018, 
mentioning AFRICAN PERSPECTIVES ROUND TABLES in the subject line.

Book Discussions
Book presentations are similar to round tables, but the topic revolves around a published 
book or a book project. Conveners are invited to submit a 500-word description of the ses-
sion. Conveners must be able to deliver a short presentation about the book and are encour-
aged to invite 2 or 3 respondents. Sessions must be open to the public. There must be ample 
time for discussion.

Book presentation descriptions must be 500 words long and must contain a short description 
of the book under discussion, including if possible the research question the book addresses. 
Please send your round book presentation proposal to African Perspectives Conference Af-
ricanPerspectives-BK@tudelft.nl until NOVEMBER 2nd 2018, mentioning AFRICAN PERSPEC-
TIVES BOOK DISCUSSION in the subject line.
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Contributions to education and capacity building for 
fair, inclusive and sustainable African cities and com-
munities
We are seeking to create a community of educators, students, researchers and other stake-
holders who can contribute to education for fair, resilient and water friendly cities, within the 
framework of the UN-Habitat New Urban Agenda and the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) – part of a wider 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The question we wish to answer is “How to train/educate/ capacitate urban planners and de-
signers to deliver fair, sustainable and inclusive cities within the framework of the New Urban 
Agenda?”. Contributions to this part of the conference can be in the form of an abstract, a 
discussion panel or a round table.

Submit an abstract
Abstract must be 500 words long and must contain the number and title of the track to which 
the abstract is being submitted, a problem statement, research question, short theoretical 
framework and a summary of findings. Please send your abstract to African Perspectives Con-
ference AfricanPerspectives-BK@tudelft.nl until NOVEMBER 2nd 2018, mentioning AFRICAN 
PERSPECTIVES EDUCATION in the subject line.

Open Call for Panels
Independent panels are meant to complement and enrich the track on education proposed 
by the conference conveners. Academics are invited to submit a 500 word text describing 
the topic of the panel and a draft list of 4 to 5 participants who could contribute to this pan-
el. Each panel convenor will be responsible for selecting relevant contributions to the panel 
in the form of academic papers.  Panels must be open to the public. Conveners must ensure 
there is ample time for discussion. A panel typically lasts one hour.

Panel descriptions must be 500  words long and must contain a problem statement, research 
question, short theoretical framework. Please send your panel proposal to African Perspec-
tives Conference AfricanPerspectives-BK@tudelft.nl until NOVEMBER 2nd 2018, mentioning 
AFRICAN PERSPECTIVES EDUCATION in the subject line.

Call for Round Tables
Round tables are convened by educators who wish to discuss a specific issue without neces-
sarily having to submit abstracts or papers. The round table convener is invited to prepare a 
7 minute statement that will be read out or freely communicated for discussion with guests 
and the public. Round table conveners must ensure two or three discussants are prepared 
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to discuss the initial statement and must ensure that the public is involved in the discussion. 
Round tables will last typically one hour.

Round table descriptions must be 500 words long and must contain a problem statement, 
research question, short theoretical framework. Please send your round table proposal to Af-
rican Perspectives Conference AfricanPerspectives-BK@tudelft.nl until NOVEMBER 2nd 2018, 
mentioning AFRICAN PERSPECTIVES ROUND TABLES EDUCATION in the subject line.

Contributions from Architecture, Urban Design 
Planning Practice and Builders

This is not only an academic conference. We invite architectural, planning and design practi-
tioners, as well as building technology and management professionals to present and discuss 
their work with our community. Convenors must be able to demonstrate the relevance of the 
work to one of the two overarching themes of the conference. 

Contributions in this part of the conference will typically last one hour (with possible excep-
tions discussed with the organisation). Convenors must also be able to engage a discussant 
who will initiate the debate in their session.

Presenters are invited to send proposals in the form of a 500-word abstract containing an 
account of the design(s) or plan(s), an argument clarifying the relevance of the proposal and 
a description of the form of presentation preferred, as well as a short one-page CV and 3 A4 
images of the work they wish to present to African Perspectives Conference AfricanPerspec-
tives-BK@tudelft.nl until NOVEMBER 2nd 2018, mentioning AFRICAN PERSPECTIVES PRAC-
TICE in the subject line.

Contributions to education and capacity building for fair, inclusive and sustainable African 
cities and communities

This part of the conference welcomes experiences, accounts and examples of experiences 
and models of agile education that enables students, civil servants, policy-makers and citizens 
to plan and design their cities in a sustainable inclusive way. 

We invite teachers and other professionals to share their experiences by submitting a 500 
word abstract describing the issues the course or experience wishes to address, the learning 
outcomes, the methods and outcomes of the experience, as well as the relevance for the 
overarching themes of the conference. 

Sessions in this part of the conference typically last one hour and convener must be able to 
enlist a discussant for their session. Abstracts should be submitted to African Perspectives 
Conference AfricanPerspectives-BK@tudelft.nl until NOVEMBER 2nd 2018, mentioning AFRI-
CAN EDUCATION in the subject line.



Civil Society and Local Governments Forum
We invite members of NGOs, civil organisations, social movements, local and national gov-
ernments to share their experiences with African Sustainable Urbanisation and Education 
for Sustainable, Fair and Inclusive African Cities and Communities. This forum will gather a 
number of contributions in the form of thematic round tables. Convenors must be able to 
describe the relevance of the topic and its connection to the overarching themes of the con-
ference, as well as a preliminary list of participants for the round table.

Discussion panel submission  in the form of a 500 word abstract containing an account of the 
design(s) or plan(s), an argument clarifying the relevance of the proposal and a description 
of the form of presentation preferred, as well as a short one-page CV to African Perspectives 
Conference AfricanPerspectives-BK@tudelft.nl until NOVEMBER 2nd 2018, mentioning AFRI-
CAN PERSPECTIVES CIVIL SOCIETY and GOV in the subject line.

Cultural Celebration
We invite all who wish to celebrate African culture to submit proposals for music, film, pho-
tography and other forms of artistic expression during the conference. Submissions should 
consist of a 500-word description of the activity or exhibition, as well as a relevant icono-
graphic material that gives evidence of the quality of contributions. A number of grants will 
be given to relevant proposals.

Proposals will be judged on their quality, relevance to the themes of the conference and fea-
sibility by members of the organizing committee.

All proposals must be submitted to African Perspectives Conference AfricanPerspectives-BK@
tudelft.nl until NOVEMBER 2nd 2018, mentioning AFRICAN PERSPECTIVES CULTURE in the 
subject line.

Conference Organisers:

Anteneh Tola: A.T.Tola@tudelft.nl
Rachel Keeton: R.E.Keeton@tudelft.nl
Roberto Rocco: R.C.Rocco@tudelft.nl

FOR UPDATES and DETAILED INFORMATION 
please visit 

https://africanperspectivesbk.org 
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